 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Home and School Association Board Meeting

Wednesday, October 18, 2006
Present:
  John Moulder, Anne Ragusa, Terry Tortora, Laura McNerney, Sr. Thaddeus, Mrs. Maloney, Theresa Ludanyi

Correspondence:  Thank you note from Dot Perpignand

Primary School Report - Mrs. Maloney


Thank you for the Walk-a-thon.


Mrs. Maloney is currently investigating bids for purchasing and installing a fence to improve security - limiting access from adjoining properties.  The fence will run between the school and the pre-K and from the pre-K to the chain link fence on the Lexington Garden side of the property.  The parish will purchase the materials.  HSA is responsible for installing it.  This project will require additional fund raising and possibly a work party.  Depending on the cost, having the retailer install the fence is the way to go so that we are assured of the job being done in a timely manner.  Once we have more information we can make requests to school families for money and/or time and decide whether a work party is advisable.


The accreditation team from the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) will arrive at St. Rose on Sunday, November 5 and stay through mid-day on Wednesday, November 8.  On Sunday at 4:00 there will be a meet and greet gathering at the school for the team, teachers and staff, School Advisory Board and HSA Board, followed by dinner at 5:30 at the Newtown Inn.  Accreditation team members may wish to interview Board members during their visit.   We are ready for the visit and expect to receive re-accreditation.  We may be cited for some safety issues - the fence , our open back door to the portables, and the condition of the hall will surely be commented upon.  We’ll have a three month probationary period after being re-accredited
Pre-School Report - Sr. Thaddeus


Thanks for the Walk-a -Thon.


Enrollment remains the same.  P/T conferences went well.

Financial Report - Terry Tortora


September balance sheet has been prepared.


70% of the Family Fees from pre-school families who do not have children in the main school have come in.  In the Upper school, 51% have come in.   Terry will issue new invoices to those who have not paid.  


Income: Sock Hop = $1,900     Walk-a-Thon = $14.5, gross


Expenses: $4,000 for expenses incurred over the summer; bill for kitchen upgrade - $1900 


Scrip program: profit this year about $400 so far.  We are still in the “re-investing of profit”

stage .


Terry will put the money market account funds into the Platinum Account, reducing the number of accounts we manage.  Box Tops checks will be deposited into the HSA account from now on (previously they went into the principal’s account).  The Box Tops money will have its own category - it’s used to meet needs as they come up.  Some can be made available to Cultural Arts to supplement their budget. 

Walk-a-Thon Report - Anne Ragusa


Walk-a-Thon was successful financially but, despite a beautiful day, turnout for the actual event was low.  180 to 190 students sent in money.  Next year we will try holding it on a Friday afternoon which will greatly increase participation in the athletic portion.   This change will necessitate some changes in operating procedure, however, overall, this will be a more inclusive method.  Mrs. Maloney suggested canceling P.E. classes for the week of the walk-a-thon to free up time to deal with the academic time lost to the event.


A Newtown Bee reporter was present on Sunday and hinted at possible front page coverage.  The ad listing and thanking the business sponsors will be in The Bee this week (10/20). 

Science Lab Proposal - John Moulder


John and Mrs. Dimon visited St. Gregory’s pre-k to 8 science lab which their HSA funded.  If we would like to accomplish the same thing here at St. Rose, we will need to start now so the planning can be part of the current building project.  A broad cost estimate is $250,000.  


We need a strong source of funds and a chair person who has science/medical background.  Some ideas of people to approach to chair or be members of a committee: Mike Ryan, Liz Murphy, Rita Power, Culligans, Begg, Mortera, Herrick.  John will contact people.   


SCRIP is our only current fund raiser that could raise significant money and is not already tethered to something else.  We will talk with Gayann about making the connection to the science lab project.

Marketing Scrip - discussion


Some ideas that came out of our discussion:

1. Lack of familiarity with the program name may keep folks from trying it.  Why don’t we try 

something like Scrip Dollars?   

   
2. Attach the program to a specific financial goal like funding the science lab.

   
3. Offer the first place in the car walk line to the top purchaser each month.

   
4. Offer a rebate in the form of free scrip for buying a certain quantity. 

Christmas Ornament - discussion


Since the ornament honors Fr. Bob, we will make it available to the parish at large.  We will need to change the words on the back to say “St. Rose Parish”.    A new mold will cost us $100.   We will advertise in the church bulletin as soon as possible - perhaps by this weekend; next weekend (10/28-29) at the latest.   We will take pre-orders and then buy some additional for sale after Masses and possibly at the Christmas Boutique.  Terry will talk to Jill D’Alessandro.

“Winter” Family Social

Consider holding a square dance in March or early April.  Will need a chair person and space.

General Meeting - November 9


Topics to cover: Walk-a-thon, science lab, Pam Arsenault report on ARC testing, Crystal Ball committee presentation.  There probably will not be any new information about the building project at that time.

Santa Shoppe - philosophical discussion


There is concern that the Santa Shoppe program promotes a commercial view of Christmas - something contrary to the Catholic school point of view.  For the most part, the children are thrilled to have the opportunity to select presents on their own for their families but there is the commercial attitude present.  Does the HSA want to ask the chair persons of the event to consider re-formulating the Santa Shoppe to something a little less consumer-ish?   Plans are already well underway for this year so, it would have to be for subsequent years.    E.g. have something more like a workshop where a student could pay a fee for materials to make some gifts.  Nothing was yet decided on this suggestion.

