Home and School Association General Meeting

Mns. Conroy Room

Tuesday, February 28, 2006, 7:00 p.m.

President Jim Gerbo presiding

Present:  Mary Beth Beal, Donna Locke, Leslie Quinn, officers; Mary Maloney, Principal; Thirty-six families were represented.

The meeting began with Jim Gerbo leading the assembly in prayer.  

He introduced Joe Loglisci from Facts Management, the firm contracted for tuition collection for the next year.  Mr. Loglisci provided some history of Facts Management.  They will offer convenient methods for payment of tuition.  Tuition preference forms have been sent out.  One can pay the tuition up front, in full, or monthly payments can be made to Facts Management.  Either a 10 month or an 11 month program will be offered, beginning in July and ending in April or May, depending.  Parents can receive an invoice on the 8th of the month, due on the 1st of the month.  If payment is not received by the 8th, a $25 late fee will be added.  Or parents may arrange automated payments on either the 5th or the 20th of the month.  If there are insufficient funds in the account, a $25 mispayment fee will be assessed in addition to any bank fees.  Facts Management will make 3 attempts to collect the payment, and then the matter will be turned over to the school.  

Parents may also elect to pay by credit card.  Since the credit card companies charge a fee, this method will cost an extra 2.5%.  Parent will call an 800 number.  The operator must tell you the convenience fee. Payments can be made by money order, personal check, bank check, or on-line payment. 

Financial review – Mary Beth Beal, treasurer, distributed the most recent financial reports and explained our financial standing.  We have received about 80% of the family fees, with about $14,000 remaining as from the main school and a total of $16,390 receivable.  Reminder notices have been mailed to all families with outstanding family fees.  The Christmas Shoppe was a great success and raised about $1,200.  Jen St. Jean did a great job and the event was very much enjoyed by the children.  At this point it appears that we were within budget on Catholic Schools Week. The Crystal Ball earned about $40,000 and was a very successful fundraiser.  Our thanks to Tracy Brady, Stephanie DeBartolomeo and everyone who worked on this event.  The Scrip program continues to be successful and is raising money.  Thanks to Gayann Haas for this continuing effort.

Jim Gerbo reported on the visit from Norm Walker the diocesan CFO who 

visited our school Monday.   Mr. Walker toured the school, met with parents, and observed the lunch period as well as the Religious Ed. Classes in the afternoon.  The diocesan policy regarding our building project remains firm.

  We must have 50% of cash in the bank, and 100% of the funds in pledges. We have $4 million in pledges and about $2 million in cash. We need $5 million.  We have approval for architectural renderings to be made.  The money raised from the Crystal Ball will go toward H&SA’s commitment to the building project.  The Ball began as a H&SA event and grew into a parish event.  H&SA may choose to give additional support to the building project.

Advisory Board – The budget from the school is due to the diocese on March 1.  If this budget is approved, we will know the tuition rates for next year.  This year we have increases of payroll of about 8%.  Payroll is about 80% of our school’s budget.  There will be tuition increases, but we don’t know how bit yet.  The diocese would like to offer a 10% discount per child for families with multiple children in the school. This will be a significant increase over current tuition, but our price increase will take a few years to come to the 10% level requested.  The school must remain financially solvent.  Next year the H&SA assessment will remain $50,000, and the parish assessment will rise to $100,000.  Mrs. Maloney commended the advisory board on their efforts for the school. 

The H&SA budget will be approved at our next general meeting.  Liz Briscoe asked if it’s possible for a goodwill gesture to be offered to parents whose pre-school children will continue into the K-8 program, perhaps a slight discount.  As it now stands, pre-school can cost more than Kindergarten.

Survey – The school is in the midst of the accreditation process.  One of the requirements of the process is to gather information from parents about their experience and opinion of the school.  B.J. O’Connor has worked to produce a survey; available on-line, requesting parent input on motives for sending children to St. Rose and on their experience. The survey will take about 10 minutes or less, and will benefit the school and therefore our children.  Please respond to this survey to help the accreditation process and to make St. Rose a better school.

Updates – Jim Gerbo thanked everyone who was involved in the St. Rose School open house.    The committee, co-chaired by Liz Briscoe, Trish Curry, Laura Moulder and Janet DeMaria, did a great job.  He thanked Ann Marie Wood and all her volunteers for a great Catholic Schools Week.  Jim thanked Jen St. Jean, Ambi Moore and all of their helpers for the Christmas Shop.  And a big thank you went to Tracy Brady and Stephanie DeBartolomeo for the Crystal Ball.

Upcoming events.  International week is March 19th and is largely planned by the room parents. Teacher Appreciation Week is the week of May 1st.  Anyone who would like to chair this committee should contact Jim Gerbo.  

Grandparents Day is planned for May 12.  There will be mass at 9:00 a.m. and the May crowning. Tony and Jen Cirone will chair the Golf Classic, which is scheduled for May 30.  Field Day is tentatively scheduled for June 14th.  

We need a co-chair for Joe Rahtelli so that someone will be in place for this event next year.

Other business – Jim Gerbo thanked Gayann Haas for her continuing efforts with the Scrip program, Marie and Gary Daniels for all they do on the Website, and Jill D’Alessandro for the Easter Candy sales.  The Nominating Committee for H&SA officers for the 2006-2007 school year is Kelly Gerbo, chair, with members Ann Ragusa(Morris), Jen Cirone and Tracy Brady.  Jim also reported that we need new mulch for the playground areas.  We will need lots of hands to help.  A notice will be sent when we know the mulch is coming.

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna Locke, secretary
