Home and School Association General Meeting

Mns. Conroy Room

Thursday, Dec. 1, 2005     7:00 p.m.

President Jim Gerbo presiding

Present:  Mary Beth Beal, Donna Locke, Leslie Quinn, officers. Twenty-three  families were represented.

· Jim Gerbo led the opening prayer, and then introduced our guests from Big Y.  Terry, who is the Deli manager and Bill, the Assistant Training Manager represented Big Y and came to discus Education Express.  Big Y has donated 7.5 million dollars worth of equipment and supplies to schools since this programs inception.  This year, over $1.2 million has already been donated to Connecticut schools.  St. Rose families can sign up for this program to benefit St. Rose School.  Fill out the application or apply at the store.  Schools can choose from a catalog of books, equipment and supplies for educational materials based on the accumulated donations each year.  Big Y also offers a Homework Helpline with certified teachers available for students in grades K-12 Monday through Thursday from 4-7 pm.

· Jim Gerbo thanked all those who have worked on our programs this year.   The production of Pinocchio by the Missoula Children’s Theater was a great success.   Thanks to Alice Walsh and Jeannie Siegel for housing the theater personnel.  Thanks go to Leslie Quinn for a very successful Walk-a-thon this fall.  The Gift Wrap and QSP orders were productive fundraisers.  Thanks to Jill D’Alessandro for that.  A few Christmas ornaments are still available.  Thanks go to Sam Kohler, Jill D’Alessandro and Leslie Quinn.  The Kid’sArt project  was headed by Katherine Sugarman, and Jim thanked her for this effort.  Finally, the American  Girl Dolls project headed by Diane Keane and Jeannie Siegel was successful, and our thanks to them.

· Financial Review - Mary Beth Beal reviewed the financial data available at the meeting.  The Family fees (our biggest fundraiser) are coming in.  A little over 2/3 of the families have participated.  Reminders went out to the remaining families last week.  The Walk-a-thon earned us $10,851, the Gift Wrap and QSP brought in $5,090.  Kid’s Art generated $552 and the Scrip program is very successful.  As of October 31 it was $873 in the black.   So far this year the program has yielded almost $3,000 profit. The American Girl project earned $682 and the Sock Hop held in September cleared $2,650.  We have paid the first of three installments of the Regional assessment, $16,666.  The Region is projecting  a considerable short fall this year.  However, St. Rose School is in good shape financially.  The diocese may act to rectify the Regional short fall in funds.  We will not know the parameters of any financial decisions until later.  This year, our H&SA should be financially prudent, and we may hold more money available for next year. (By our By-laws it is recommended that we have $5,000 to transfer to the start of the next year).  We have several  parent s serving on the School Advisory Board (Jim Gerbo, Marilyn Imbimbo, John Moulder, and Charles Nanavaty).

· Jim Gerbo presented the Committee updates.   The Book Fair did not take place last fall due to problems at Scholastic.  Mrs. Marini and Mrs. Bokuniewicz  are working on a Book Fair for the Spring of 2006.  The Christmas Shoppe is scheduled for the week of December 19.  Jen St. Jean will be contacting parents to volunteer.  The Open House is scheduled for January 22, 2006.  We are seeking a coordinator for this event.  Most of the planning is in place.  The coordinator arranges the volunteer schedule and assists in making the day run smoothly.  The Pre-school program has already had a number of inquiries about next year.  Catholic School’s Week will begin on January 29.  Ann Marie Woods will be sending out more information this month.  A survey will be sent home, and Ann Marie asks that we all complete it and send it back.  We will have a St. Rose Crystal Ball this year on February 25, 2006.  This is the second Saturday of the Winter break.  It will be held at the Waterview and is intended as both a social event for the Parish and as a fundraiser.  Tracy Brady is the Coordinator and she is seeking donations for both the silent and live auctions.  Anyone with goods or services to donate please contact Tracy.  Any volunteers are more than welcome.   International Week is scheduled to begin on March 19th.  The room parents will be in touch about arrangements.

· Jim Gerbo introduced Gayann Haas who discussed the Scrip program.  Gayann thanked Amy Richards, Cathy Nonnenmacher and Jill D’Alessandro for their help in running this program.  The National sales are where we make the most profit.  Any requests for Scrip from the National program are due in by December 6th at 1 pm.  November was a very successful month for the program.  We made just under $2,000 for that month alone.  Please participate as much as you can in this easy and profitable fundraiser for our school. 

· Donna Locke presented proposed changes to the Bylaws.  Some of these changes are necessitated by the change in the Regional Governance structure to the Parish School Board structure.  Other changes are to update our policies to more easily permit our current and future practices.  Specific changes include clarifying membership and quorum information for meetings and voting, and updating the   levels of money the H&SA Board can approve for expenditures beyond the annual budget.  The complete changes proposed to the By-laws will be sent home in the Family packet.  We need a 2/3 majority vote to change the By-laws.

· Jim Gerbo noted that he would like to invite the members of the School Advisory Board to attend our next meeting.   We met the members at our first meeting in September, but we would like for them to come visit us and learn more about our organization and involvement with the school.

· Jim Gerbo announced that committee members are needed for the Nominating Committee. Anyone interested in being on this committee,  or in running for one of the H&SA Board offices (President, VP, Treasurer, Secretary) should contact Jim or Mary Maloney.

· The next General Meeting for H&SA is February 9, 2006 at 7 p.m.    

The meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Donna Locke, secretary

